
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

December 16, 2002

TO COUNTY ASSESSORS AND INTERESTED PARTIES:

RESTRICTION OF INFORMATION POSTED ON INTERNET

The Governor recently signed into law Assembly Bill 2238 (Chapter 621 of the Statutes of 2002),
which further restricts information that can be posted on the Internet.  Existing Government Code
section 6254.21 prohibits any state or local agency from posting the home address or telephone
number of any elected or appointed official on the Internet without first obtaining the written
permission of that individual.  Effective January 1, 2003, Chapter 621 amends section 6254.21 to
extend this prohibition to “public safety officials,” as defined in newly enacted Government Code
section 6254.24.

Under the new law, a “public safety official” includes the following:

• An active or retired peace officer.

• An active or retired public officer or other person listed in sections 1808.2 , 1808.6, and 1808.4
(pursuant to sections 1808.2 and 1808.6) of the Vehicle Code, including:

§ Any inspector or investigator regularly employed by the office of a district attorney.
§ Any peace officer employee of the Board of Prison Terms
§ The chairperson, executive officer, commissioners, and deputy commissioners of the Board

of Prison Terms.
§ The chairperson, members, executive director, and hearing representatives of the Youthful

Offender Parole Board.
§ The spouse or children of persons listed above, regardless of the spouse’s or child’s place of

residence.
§ Nonsworn police dispatchers.
§ Child abuse investigators or social workers, working in child protective services within a

social services department.
§ Active or retired peace officers.
§ County counsels assigned to child abuse cases.
§ Investigators employed by the Department of Justice, a county district attorney, or a county

public defender.
§ Any active or retired city enforcement officer engaged in the enforcement of the Vehicle

Code or municipal parking ordinances.
§ Any employee of a trial court.
§ Any psychiatric social worker employed by a county.
§ Any police or sheriff department employee designated by the Chief of Police of the

department or the sheriff of the county as being in a sensitive position.
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§ State employees in the following classifications:

♦ Licensing Registration Examiner, Department of Motor Vehicles.
♦ Motor Carrier Specialist I, California Highway Patrol.
♦ Museum Security Officer and Supervising Museum Security Officer.

§ The spouse or child of any person listed above, regardless of the spouse’s or child’s place of
residence.

• An “elected or appointed official” as defined in subdivision (c) of section 6254.21.

• Attorneys employed by the Department of Justice, the State Public Defender, or a county office
of the district attorney or public defender.

• City attorneys and attorneys who represent cities in criminal matters.

• Specified employees of the Department of Corrections, the California Youth Authority, and the
Prison Industry Authority who supervise inmates or are required to have a prisoner in their care
or custody.

• Nonsworn employees who supervise inmates in a city police department, a county sheriff’s
office, the Department of the California Highway Patrol, federal, state, and local detention
facilities, and local juvenile halls, camps, ranches, and homes.

• Federal prosecutors and criminal investigators and National Park Service Rangers working in
California.

• The surviving spouse or child of a peace officer if the peace officer died in the line of duty.

In addition, Chapter 621 creates an advisory task force to determine how to protect a public safety
official’s home information.  The task force will be chaired by the Attorney General and will be
comprised of representatives from state enforcement entities, the judicial community, the legal
community, county recorders and assessors, and the business community involved in real estate
transactions.  This task force is to prepare a report of its findings that will be filed with the
Legislature by September 1, 2003.

Enclosed is a copy of these two Government Code sections, in strikeout and underline format, and
the referenced Penal Code and Vehicle Code sections.  Although this is clearly not an assessment
issue per se, we want to make you aware of this legislation and hopefully help you prevent any
conflict.

Sincerely,

/s/ David J. Gau

David J. Gau
Deputy Director
Property and Special Taxes Department

DJG:grs
Enclosure



1

Government Code Section 6254.21 as amended by Chapter 621, Statutes of 2002:

(a) No state or local agency shall post the home address or telephone number of any elected or
appointed official on the Internet without first obtaining the written permission of that individual.

(b) No person shall knowingly post the home address or telephone number of any elected or
appointed official, or of the official’s residing spouse or child on the Internet knowing that person is
an elected or appointed official and intending to cause imminent great bodily harm that is likely to
occur or threatening to cause imminent great bodily harm to that individual.  A violation of this
subdivision is a misdemeanor.  A violation of this subdivision that leads to the bodily injury of the
official, or his or her residing spouse or child, is a misdemeanor or a felony.

(c) For purposes of this section, “elected or appointed official” includes, but is not limited to, all
of the following:

(1) State constitutional officers.
(2) Members of the Legislature.
(3) Judges and court commissioners.
(4) District attorneys.
(5) Public defenders.
(6) Members of a city council.
(7) Members of a board of supervisors.
(8) Appointees of the Governor.
(9) Appointees of the Legislature.
(10) Mayors.
(11) City attorneys.
(12) Police chiefs and sheriffs.
(13) A public safety official as defined in Section 6254.24.

(d)  Nothing in this section is intended to preclude punishment instead under Sections 69, 76, or
422 of the Penal Code, or any other provision of law.

Government Code Section 6254.24, as added by Chapter 621, Statutes of 2002:

As used in this chapter, “public safety official” means the following:

(a) An active or retired peace officer as defined in Sections 830 and 830.1 of the Penal Code.

(b) An active or retired public officer or other person listed in Sections 1808.2 and 1808.6 of the
Vehicle Code.

(c) An “elected or appointed official” as defined in subdivision [(c)] of Section 6254.21.

(d) Attorneys employed by the Department of Justice, the State Public Defender, or a county
office of the district attorney or public defender.

(e) City attorneys and attorneys who represent cities in criminal matters.

(f) Specified employees of the Department of Corrections, the California Youth Authority, and
the Prison Industry Authority who supervise inmates or are required to have a prisoner in their care
or custody.

(g) Nonsworn employees who supervise inmates in a city police department, a county sheriff’s
office, the Department of the California Highway Patrol, federal, state, and local detention facilities,
and local juvenile halls, camps, ranches, and homes.
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(h) Federal prosecutors and criminal investigators and National Park Service Rangers working in
California.

(i) The surviving spouse or child of a peace officer defined in Section 830 of the Penal Code, if
the peace officer died in the line of duty.

Penal Code Section 830

Any person who comes within the provisions of this chapter and who otherwise meets all
standards imposed by law on a peace officer is a peace officer, and notwithstanding any other
provision of law, no person other than those designated in this chapter is a peace officer. The
restriction of peace officer functions of any public officer or employee shall not affect his or her
status for purposes of retirement.

Penal Code Section 830.1

(a) Any sheriff, undersheriff, or deputy sheriff, employed in that capacity, of a county, any chief
of police of a city or chief, director, or chief executive officer of a consolidated municipal public
safety agency which performs police functions, any police officer, employed in that capacity and
appointed by the chief of police or chief, director, or chief executive of a public safety agency, of a
city, any chief of police, or police officer of a district (including police officers of the San Diego
Unified Port District Harbor Police) authorized by statute to maintain a police department, any
marshal or deputy marshal of a municipal court, any port warden or special officer of the Harbor
Department of the City of Los Angeles, or any inspector or investigator employed in that capacity in
the office of a district attorney, is a peace officer. The authority of these peace officers extends to any
place in the state, as follows:

(1) As to any public offense committed or which there is probable cause to believe has been
committed within the political subdivision which employs the peace officer.

(2) Where the peace officer has the prior consent of the chief of police or chief, director, or chief
executive officer of a consolidated municipal public safety agency, or person authorized by him or
her to give consent, if the place is within a city or of the sheriff, or person authorized by him or her to
give consent, if the place is within a county.

(3) As to any public offense committed or which there is probable cause to believe has been
committed in the peace officer’s presence, and with respect to which there is immediate danger to
person or property, or of the escape of the perpetrator of the offense.

(b) Special agents and Attorney General investigators of the Department of Justice are peace
officers, and those assistant chiefs, deputy chiefs, chiefs, deputy directors, and division directors
designated as peace officers by the Attorney General are peace officers. The authority of these peace
officers extends to any place in the state where a public offense has been committed or where there is
probable cause to believe one has been committed.

(c) Any deputy sheriff of a county of the first class, and any deputy sheriff of the Counties of
Riverside and San Diego, who is employed to perform duties exclusively or initially relating to
custodial assignments with responsibilities for maintaining the operations of county custodial
facilities, including the custody, care, supervision, security, movement, and transportation of inmates,
is a peace officer whose authority extends to any place in the state only while engaged in the
performance of the duties of his or her respective employment and for the purpose of carrying out the
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primary function of employment relating to his or her custodial assignments, or when performing
other law enforcement duties directed by his or her employing agency during a local state of
emergency.

Vehicle Code Section 1808.2

In addition to those specified in Section 1808.4, the home address of any inspector or investigator
regularly employed and paid as such in the office of a district attorney or any peace officer employee
of the Board of Prison Terms appearing in any record of the department is confidential.

Vehicle Code Section 1808.4

(a) The home address of any of the following persons, that appears in any record of the
department, is confidential, if the person requests the confidentiality of that information:

(1) Attorney General.

(2) State public defender.

(3) Members of the Legislature.

(4) Judges or court commissioners.

(5) District attorneys.

(6) Public defenders.

(7) Attorneys employed by the Department of Justice, the office of the State Public Defender, or
a county office of the district attorney or public defender.

(8) City attorneys and attorneys who submit verification from their public employer that they
represent the city in matters that routinely place them in personal contact with persons under
investigation for, charged with, or convicted of, committing criminal acts, if those attorneys are
employed by city attorneys.

(9) Nonsworn police dispatchers.

(10) Child abuse investigators or social workers, working in child protective services within a
social services department.

(11) Active or retired peace officers, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of
Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code.

(12) Employees of the Department of Corrections, the Department of the Youth Authority, or the
Prison Industry Authority specified in Sections 20403 and 20405 of the Government Code.

(13) Nonsworn employees of a city police department, a county sheriff’s office, the Department
of the California Highway Patrol, federal, state, and local detention facilities, and local juvenile halls,
camps, ranches, and homes, who submit agency verification that, in the normal course of their
employment, they control or supervise inmates or are required to have a prisoner in their care or
custody.

(14) County counsels assigned to child abuse cases.

(15) Investigators employed by the Department of Justice, a county district attorney, or a county
public defender.

(16) Members of a city council.
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(17) Members of a board of supervisors.

(18) Federal prosecutors and criminal investigators and National Park Service Rangers working
in this state.

(19) Any active or retired city enforcement officer engaged in the enforcement of the Vehicle
Code or municipal parking ordinances.

(20) Any employee of a trial court.

(21) Any psychiatric social worker employed by a county.

(22) Any police or sheriff department employee designated by the Chief of Police of the
department or the sheriff of the county as being in a sensitive position. Any designation pursuant to
this paragraph shall, for purposes of this section, remain in effect for three years subject to additional
designations that, for purposes of this section, shall remain in effect for additional three-year periods.

(23) State employees in the following classifications:

(A) Licensing Registration Examiner, Department of Motor Vehicles.

(B) Motor Carrier Specialist 1, California Highway Patrol.

(C) Museum Security Officer and Supervising Museum Security Officer.

(24) (A) The spouse or child of any person listed in paragraphs (1) to (23), inclusive, regardless
of the spouse’s or child’s place of residence.

(B) The surviving spouse or child of a peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with
Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, if the peace officer died in the line of duty.

(b) The confidential home address of any of the persons listed in subdivision (a) shall not be
disclosed to any person, except for any of the following:

(1) A court.

(2) A law enforcement agency.

(3) The State Board of Equalization.

(4)  An attorney in a civil or criminal action that demonstrates to a court the need for the home
address, if the disclosure is made pursuant to a subpoena.

(5) Any governmental agency to which, under any provision of law, information is required to be
furnished from records maintained by the department.

(c) Any record of the department containing a confidential home address shall be open to public
inspection, as provided in Section 1808, if the address is completely obliterated or otherwise
removed from the record. The home address shall be withheld from public inspection for three years
following termination of office or employment except with respect to retired peace officers, whose
home addresses shall be withheld from public inspection permanently upon request of confidentiality
at the time the information would otherwise be opened. The home address of the surviving spouse or
child listed in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (24) of subdivision (a) shall be withheld from public
inspection for three years following the death of the peace officer. The department shall inform any
person who requests a confidential home address what agency the individual whose address was
requested is employed by or the court at which the judge or court commissioner presides.

(d) A violation of subdivision (a) by the disclosure of the confidential home address of a peace
officer, as specified in paragraph (11) of subdivision (a), a nonsworn employee of the city police
department or county sheriff’s office, or the spouses or children of these persons, including, but not
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limited to, the surviving spouse or child listed in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (24) of subdivision
(a), that results in bodily injury to the peace officer, employee of the city police department or county
sheriff’s office, or the spouses or children of these persons is a felony.

Vehicle Code Section 1808.6

(a) In addition to those specified in Section 1808.4, the home address of any of the following
persons, that appears in any record of the department, is confidential, if the person requests the
confidentiality of that information:

(1) The chairperson, executive officer, commissioners, and deputy commissioners of the Board of
Prison Terms.

(2) The chairperson, members, executive director, and hearing representatives of the Youthful
Offender Parole Board.

(3) The spouse or children of persons listed in this section, regardless of the spouse’s or child’s
place of residence.

(b) The confidential home address of any of the persons listed in subdivision (a) shall not be
disclosed to any person, except a court, a law enforcement agency, the State Board of Equalization,
or any governmental agency to which, under any provision of law, information is required to be
furnished from records maintained by the department.

(c) Any record of the department containing a confidential home address shall be open to public
inspection, as provided in Section 1808, if the address is completely obliterated or otherwise
removed from the record. The home address shall be withheld from public inspection for three years
following termination of office or employment, except with respect to retired peace officers, whose
home addresses shall be withheld from public inspection permanently upon request of confidentiality
at the time the information would otherwise be opened. The department shall inform any person who
requests a confidential home address of the name of the agency that employs the individual whose
address was requested.


